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duced to the rest of the party, which included, besides Count
Eulenburg, the Minister oi the Navy-, a general and two
young adjutants. At table I sat next to the Empress and
our talk was of a social nature. Her Majesty told me,
among other things, that several years ago the Emperor
had no liking for motor cars, but that recently he had grown
so fond of them and drove at such a speed that she was
sometimes actually worried.
After breakfast His Majesty took me aside, and our talk
assumed a serious aspect. Having referred briefly to my
success at Portsmouth, he turned to the general political
situation in Europe and reverted to our Peterhof conversa-
tion. I reiterated my profound belief in the desirability of
a general rapprochement of the three main bodies politic
of Europe: Russia, Germany, and France, this rapproche-
ment tending to become a close union, which, of course,
would be joined by other European powers. Delivered
from the burden of military expenditures, Europe would be
enabled to create a mighty naval force which would domi-
nate the world. His Majesty assured me that he shared my
views and then declared that my scheme had finally been
carried into effect at his meeting with Emperor Nicholas at
Bjorke. It was Emperor Nicholas himself who had au-
thorized him to communicate to me this secret information,
he added. Having imparted to me this extraordinary piece
of news, His Majesty asked me whether I was satisfied with
this development, and in my innocence I replied that his
words had filled my heart with joy. We parted
Later in the day, after His Majesty had returned from
the hunt, we had another talk. I opened it by pointing out
that French public opinion should be gradually prepared
for the idea of a rapprochement with Germany by a series
of well-thought-out and systematic measures. To my regret,
I said, this- has not been done, and in late years the two
countries have been drifting apart, a circumstance which